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PROF. LALIT KUMAR MANGOTRA

Prof. Lalit Kumar Mangotra, a former professor of Physics, is an eminent Dogri
writer. Ever since the 1970s, he has been consistently contributing to the genres of short
story, playwriting, poetry, essay, literary criticism etc. He remains a prominent voice
promoting and bringing into vogue the Dogri language and literature.

2. Born on 14" April, 1944, Prof. Mangotra received his M.Sc. degree in Physics from
the University of Jammu and Kashmir in 1968, and Ph.D. degree in High Energy Physics in
1974 from the University of Jammu. Subsequently, he embarked on an illustrious career
involving teaching and research in Physics and retired in 2004 as a Professor of Physics
with more than 300 scientific publications to his credit.

s Prof. Mangotra published his first Dogri short story in 1976 and since then he has
been writing prolifically. He has 13 published works to his credit, covering diverse literary

genres such as fiction, poetry, essays, literary criticism etc. Many of his books have been
prescribed for the post-graduate course in Dogri because of their high literary value.

4. For the last 30 years, Prof. Mangotra has been chairing the Dogri Sanstha, a
pioneering and the oldest literary organisation of Jammu and Kashmir. In that capacity, he
has spearheaded various initiatives to popularise and propagate Dogri. His signal
contribution to this cause has been in integrating Dogri with the information technology.
He performed a significant role in the initiatives such as localisation of 11 computer
software tools in Dogri, creation of online Dogri-English-Dogri dictionary and adaptation of
a course on computer concepts in Dogri.

5. Prof. Mangotra's outstanding contribution in the field of literature and education
has been duly acknowledged from time to time. Among the numerous honours and awards
that he has received are Sahitya Akademi Award, 2011; J&K State Award for Outstanding
contribution to Dogri Literature, 2009; Best Book Awards by J&K Academy of Art, Culture
and languages for the years 2000 and 2010; Senior Fellowship (Literature) of Ministry of
Tourism and Culture, Govt. of India and the Kunwar Viyogi Lifetime Achievement Award,
2024. He has had also the honour of being a member of prominent decision-making bodies
such as the Press Council of India (the only person from J&K with the distinction of being in
this body twice over); the Executive Board of Sahitya Akademi (2003-2007 and 2013-
2017);Chairman, Governing Board of Govt. College for Women Parade Ground, Jammu;
Member of Council for Promotion of Indian Languages, Ministry of HRD, Govt. of India and
Chairman of North Zone Selection Committee for Saraswati Samman of K.K. Birla
Foundation, among others. He was also a member of the Official Indian Delegations of

Writers to China and Japan.
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